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Appearances

Steve Baker appeared on behalf of Torah Learning Center (Taxpayer).

Tina Poff and Paul Johnson, Deputy District Attorney, appeared on behalf of the Clark County
Assessor's Office (Assessor).

Summary

The matter of the Taxpayer's petition for review of exemption of property valuations for prior
years on property located within Clark County, Nevada, came before the State Board of Equalization
(State Board) for hearing in Las Vegas, Nevada, on October 16, 2012 after due notice to the Taxpayer
and the Assessor.

The Taxpayer's appeal was for the tax years for the 2007/2008, 2008/2009, 2009/2010,
2010/2011 and a portion of the 2011/2012 fiscal years. The appeal for the prior years was received by
the State Board on March 12, 2012.



The appeal for the tax year 2007-2008 was due on March 10, 2007 and was therefore late.

Appeals for each subsequent year were also due on March 10 of each respective tax year and are
therefore late.

The State Board, having considered all evidence, documents and testimony pertaining to the

pertaining to the jurisdiction of the State Board, hereby makes the following Findings of Fact,
Conclusions of Law and Decision.

3)

4)

5)

7)

1)

FINDINGS OF FACT

The State Board is an administrative body created pursuant to NRS 361.375.

The State Board is mandated to hear all appeals of property tax assessments pursuant to NRS
361.360 and NRS 361.400.

The Taxpayer and the Assessor were given adequate, proper and legal notice of the time and
place of the hearing before the State Board, and the matter was properly noticed pursuant to the
Open Meeting Law at NRS 241.020.

The subject property consists of a .60 acre parcel with a 7,580 square foot synagogue built in
2001 located at 9590 W. Sahara Ave near the intersection of W. Sahara Ave and S. Grand

Canyon Drive in Las Vegas, Clark County, Nevada. The parcel was exempted for the 2012-
2013 secured tax roll. See Record, SBE pages 5-6, 16, 66-67, Tr. 10-16-12, p. 150, II. 17-20.

The Clark County Board of Equalization (County Board) found it did not have jurisdiction to hear
appeals for prior years. See Record, SBE pages 12; 118-119.

Pursuant to NRS 361.360 (1), any taxpayer aggrieved at the action of the county board of
equalization in equalizing, or failing to equalize, the value of his property, or property of others,
or a county assessor, may file an appeal with the State Board of Equalization on or before
March 10 in the current assessment year. The appeal to the State Board for the the tax years
2004-2005; 2005-2006; 2006-2007; 2007-2008; 2008-2009; 2009-2010; and 2010-2011 was not
postmarked until March 9, 2012. The appeal for the prior years was therefore filed beyond the
filing deadline for each respective tax year. See Record, SBE page 1; Tr., 10-16-12, p. 150, II.
21-24.

The State Board found the petitioner was not the owner of the property for the years being
appealed and therefore had no standing to appeal. See Tr. 10-16-12, p. 153, Il. 16-22; p. 162, |.
22 through p. 164, |. 8.

The State Board found the Taxpayer did not show under what legal authority the State Board
could hear the appeal. In addition, the State Board found that the appellant was not the
property owner during the years being appealed. The State Board declined to accept
jurisdiction of the case. See Tr., 10-16-12, p. 162, |. 16 through p. 165, I. 3.

Any finding of fact above construed to constitute a conclusion of law is adopted as such to the
same extent as if originally so denominated.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

The State Board has authority to determine whether it has jurisdiction to hear a matter. The
State Board has the authority to determine matters necessary to carry out the power conferred
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on the State Board by statute. Checker, Inc. et al. v. Public Serv. Comm’n, 84 Nev. 623, 629-
630,446 P.2d 981 (1968).

.2) The State Board has the authority to determine the taxable values in the State.

3) NRS 361.125 allows exemption of buildings used for religious worship for the portion of a fiscal
year during which the religious society or corporation owns the real property. See NRS
361.125. See Finding of Fact #7.

4) Based on the failure of the Taxpayer to show any legal authority which would allow the State
Board jurisdiction to hear the case, the State Board did not accept jurisdiction to determine
these matters.

5) Any conclusion of law above construed to constitute a finding of fact is adopted as such to the

same extent as if originally so denominated.

DECISION

Based on the foregoing Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, the State Board held it is
without jurisdiction to hear the above referenced appeal by the Taxpayer. The Clark County
Comptroller is instructed to certify the assessment roll of the county consistent with this decision.
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BY THE STATE BOARD OF EQUALIZATION THIS 2' DAY OF JANUARY, 2013.

W

Christopher G. Nielsen, Secretary
CGNfter
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