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Appearances

Roger Croteau appeared on behalf of King Family Trust. (Taxpayer).
Steve Clement appeared on behalf of the Washoe County Assessor's Office (Assessor).
Summary

The matter of the Taxpayer’s petition for review of property valuations for the 2012-13 Secured
Roll within Washoe County, Nevada, came before the State Board of Equalization (State Board) for
hearing in Carson City, Nevada, on September 17, 2012 after due notice to the Taxpayer and the
Assessor.

Staff for the Secretary to the State Board questioned whether an agent authorization form had
been filed by Mr. Croteau within 48 hours of the appeal having been filed. See Tr.,, 9-17-12, p. 36, |. 3
through p. 37, 1. 13.

The State Board, having considered all evidence, documents and testimony pertaining to the
valuation of the property in accordance with NRS 361.227, hereby makes the following Findings of
Fact, Conclusions of Law and Decision.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1) The State Board is an administrative body created pursuant to NRS 361.375.



2)

The State Board is mandated to hear all appeals of property tax assessments pursuant to NRS
361.360 and NRS 361.400.

The Taxpayer and the Assessor were given adequate, proper and legal notice of the time and
place of the hearing before the State Board, and the matter was properly noticed pursuant to the
Open Meeting Law at NRS 241.020.

The subject property consists of a 6,642 square foot industrial flex condo with approximately
12% finished office area, built in 2003 and located on a parcel containing 6,668 square feet on
Longley Lane in Reno, Washoe County, Nevada. See Record, SBE page 60.

The Washoe County Board of Equalization (County Board) upheld the taxable value of
$431,730 for the 2012-2013 secured roll. See Record, SBE pages 12; 40

Mr. Croteau submitted an appeal to the State Board, received on March 12, 2012. See Record,
SBE page 1. On April 25, 2012, Mr. Croteau submitted “Powers of Attorney” with original
signatures for a number of cases represented by him. There was no signature for the King
Family Trust. See Record, SBE page 5. Mr. Croteau submitted a signed agent authorization to
the State Board at the hearing held on September 17. The agent authorization was signed by
Nancy L. Walter on September 14, 2012. See Record, case 12-228, Exhibit 1.

The State Board found that the authorization to represent the Taxpayer was untimely filed and
as a result, the notice of appeal was improperly filed. The State Board declined to hear the
matter based on the lack of timely authorization from the Taxpayer. See Tr., 9-17-12, p. 39, 1. 3
through p. 40, I. 8; NRS 361.362.

Any finding of fact above construed to constitute a conclusion of law is adopted as such to the
same extent as if originally so denominated.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

The State Board has authority to determine whether it has jurisdiction to hear a matter. The
State Board has the authority to determine matters necessary to carry out the power conferred
on the State Board by statute. Checker, Inc. et al. v. Public Serv. Comm’n, 84 Nev. 623, 629-
630,446 P.2d 981 (1968).

At the time a person files an appeal pursuant to NRS 361.356, 361,357 or 361.360 on behalf of
the owner of a property, the person shall provide to the county board or to the State Board a
written authorization from the owner of the property that authorizes the person to file the appeal.
If the person files the appeal in a timely manner without the written authorization required by this
section, the person may provide that written authorization within 48 hours after the Ist day
allowed for filing the appeal. NRS 361.362.

The State Board determined it did not have jurisdiction to hear this matter.

Any conclusion of law above construed to constitute a finding of fact is adopted as such to the
same extent as if originally so denominated.
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DECISION

The State Board did not accept jurisdiction to hear the case, based on the above Findings of
Fact and Conclusions of Law. The Washoe County Comptroller is instructed to certify the assessment
roll of the county consistent with this decision.

BY THE STATE BOARD OF EQUALIZATION THIS é& DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2012.

M~

ClﬂsfopherG Nielsen, Secretary
CGNf/ter
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