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NDEP Reclamation Program

• Mission: Ensure that mining operations and 
exploration projects are properly reclaimed to 
be safe and stable and provide a productive 
post‐mining land use.
– NRS and NAC 519A
– Reclamation permits
– Inspections
– Review annual reclamation reports
– Compliance and enforcement
– Financial assurance



Reclamation Branch
• Staff: 

– 1 Supervisor, 4 Scientists, 1 Engineer, 

1 Admin Assistant

• Permit coverage:

– Both public and private lands

– Mining operations: annual disturbance over 5 
acres or removal of 36,500 tons, except aggregate 
and sand pit operations 

– Exploration projects: annual disturbance of 5 
acres or more

Reclamation Branch Activities

• 498 total permits
• 237 active permits

– 135 mining operations
– 102 exploration projects

• 22 new applications and 76 modifications in 
2011

• 205 projects inspected; exceeded goal of 118 
inspections for the year.



Permitted vs. Disturbed Acreage
as of 12/31/2011

Permitted Disturbance (acres) Reported Disturbance (acres)

Private Public Private Public

Mining 
Operations

76,175.15 88,013.48 63,975.38 57,905.35

Total 164,188.63 121,880.73

Permitted Acres 
Disturbed 74%

Private Public Private Public

Exploration 
Projects

2,619.43 6,164.04 1,087.69 2,075.07

Total 8,783.47 3,162.76

Permit Acres 
Disturbed 36%

Reclamation Bonding

• Nevada Standardized Reclamation Cost Estimator –

– Updated regularly, most recently August 1, 2012

– Covers labor, equipment, materials by 3rd party

• Joint effort by NDEP, BLM and industry

• Bonding is reviewed and adjusted for each site at 
least once every 3 years

• Over $1.8 Billion in reclamation bonds 

Reclamation Bonding
(in $million, as of January 1 of each year)

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Bonds $210.6 $214.0 $328.2 $480 $998.9 $1,165.6

Letters of 
Credit

$412.7 $618.1 $654.5 $545 $413.4 $489.8

CD/Cash $4.7 $9.3 $3.9 $6.2 $7.0 $11.7

Corporate 
Guarantee

$187.3 $182.0 $179.7 $183.7 $183.0 $180.3

USFS $12.3 $12.5 $13.5 $13.3 $13.3 $16.0

Bond Pool $2.3 $2.7 $2.2 $2.2 $2.2 $2.2

TOTAL $829.9 $1,038.6 $1,182.0 $1,230.4 $1,617.8 $1,865.6



Land Reclaimed and Bond Released 
2011 

Toiyabe Exploration 118.2 acres (public)

Wind Mountain Mine 435.0 acres (public)

Section 23 Borrow Source 80.0 acres (private)

Summary: 553.2 acres (public)

80.0 acres (private)

633.2 acres (total)

Reclamation Permit Fees 2011

Combined Mine 
and Exploration

Permit Application (NAC 519A.225) $7,129.29

Permit Modification (NAC 519A.227)

Major Modification (25% or more change in approved plan acreage) $32,250.50

Minor Modification (greater than 10 acres but <25% change) $34,712.00

Other Modification (10 acres or less change in approved plan acreage) $12,500.00

Permit Modification Subtotal $79,462.50

Total $86,591.79



Annual Fees 2011
Statutory

(NRS 519A.260)
Regulatory

(NAC 519A.235)
Total Amount

Mining Operations $438,732.44 $553,600.00 $992,332.44

Exploration Projects $9,094.91 $51,200.00 $60,294.91

Total Annual Fees $447,827.35 $604,800.00 $1,052,627.35

Total Fees Collected in 2011: $1,139,219.14

Reclamation Fees

• The Reclamation Program is 100% fee funded

• No general fund or federal grant money

• Permit fees cover all expenses for 
Reclamation Branch activities

Fines and Enforcement

• One Notice of Noncompliance issued in 2011
– Failure by operator to submit additional 
reclamation bond by required date. 

– A Corrective Action Plan was developed and 
implemented to remedy bonding. 

– No fines imposed. 



Summary

• The Division’s Reclamation Program ensures that 
exploration projects and mining operations are 
successfully reclaimed.

• The Program is updated as necessary to respond to 
changing conditions. 

• There are two federal liaisons to enhance coordination 
and communication with BLM and USFS.

• Currently over $1.8 billion in reclamation bonding.
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Questions?


