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RESULTS
Background

The Real Property Transfer Tax (RPTT) is collected in each county when deeds* are presented for recording,
with some exceptions®. Tax rates vary in each county® and range from $1.95 to $2.55 per $500 of value® or
fraction thereof. The amounts collected are then distributed to various funds at the county and State
levels. The statutes related to RPTT are contained in Nevada Revised Statutes (NRS) Chapter 375. The
regulations for the tax are contained in Nevada Administrative Code (NAC) Chapter 375. For a more
complete description of the tax, please refer to the next section, Administration of the Real Property
Transfer Tax.

Tax Totals

The following table shows the total tax® by county for the 1% quarter (July 1, 2017 to September 30, 2017)
of Fiscal Year 2017-2018 (FY17-18). Approximately 93.90% (~$47.63 million) of the total tax (~$50.72
million) for the 1* Quarter of FY17-18 relates to transactions in Clark County and Washoe County.

1st Quarter
County Amount 1st Quarter %
Total 50,721,140.55 100.00%
Clark 40,063,376.40 78.99%
Washoe 7,563,622.85 14.91%
Douglas 864,158.10 1.70%
Lyon 516,085.05 1.02%
Carson City 500,845.80 0.99%
Nye 336,189.75 0.66%
Elko 272,875.20 0.54%
Storey 212,183.40 0.42%
Churchill 149,871.40 0.30%
Humboldt 92,960.40 0.18%
White Pine 33,606.30 0.07%
Lincoln 29,741.40 0.06%
Lander 25,467.00 0.05%
Pershing 22,434.75 0.04%
Eureka 22,257.30 0.04%
Mineral 10,836.15 0.02%
Esmeralda 4,629.30 0.01%

! Per NRS 375.010(1)(b) a deed essentially means any instrument that transfers an estate or present interest in real
property, regardless of the name of the document, with certain exceptions.
? Non-taxable events (exceptions) are listed in NRS 375.010(1)(b), exemptions are listed in NRS 375.090
? See Table in the next section “Calculation and Collection of Tax” for a table of the rates and distribution in each
county.
* NRS 375.020 through 375.026 impose tax “for each $500 of value or fraction thereof...if the consideration or value of
the interest or property conveyed exceeds $100”
> Amounts in table are from Recorders Monthly Report; minor adjustments for refunds or timing differences are
excluded

1



Real Property Transfer Tax 1% Quarter FY17-18 Report

The total tax for the 1** Quarter of FY17-18 is depicted graphically below:

1st Quarter of FY17-18
Real Property Transfer Tax
(amounts in thousands)

= Other $3,094 6%

B Washoe $7,564 15%

B Clark $40,063 79%

Transactions in Washoe County and Clark County account for approximately 93.90% of the total Real
Property Transfer Tax in FY17-18. Transactions in the other 15 counties account for the remaining 6.10%.
The total tax is approximately $50,721,000.



Real Property Transfer Tax 1% Quarter FY17-18 Report

Distribution of Tax

The following table shows the distribution of the tax for the 1* Quarter (July 1, 2017 to September

30, 2017) of FY17-18. The “Level of Government” heading indicates where the tax is ultimately used.

Level of Govt State County County County State County
Collection Consolidated School Low Income Local Govt
General Fund® | Allowance’ Tax® District’ Housing"’ Tax Act'’

Total* 27,005,735.89 272,644.84 | 11,541,779.34 9,426,912.47 2,097,943.92 376,418.52
Clark 20,219,986.07 204,323.22 8,641,670.29 9,426,912.47 1,570,484.35 -
Washoe 4,748,442.43 47,650.82 2,029,320.01 - 369,104.80 369,104.80
Douglas 570,344.35 5,789.86 243,779.00 - 44,331.31 -
Lyon 340,616.13 3,457.77 145,587.59 - 26,475.16 -
Carson City 330,558.23 3,355.67 141,288.60 - 25,693.39 -
Nye 221,885.24 2,252.47 94,839.13 - 17,246.53 -
Elko 180,097.63 1,828.26 76,978.09 - 13,998.50 -
Storey 140,041.04 1,421.63 59,856.94 - 10,885.01 -
Churchill 94,089.26 944.19 40,210.50 - 7,313.72 7,313.72
Humboldt 61,353.86 622.83 26,224.13 - 4,768.87 -
White Pine 22,180.16 225.16 9,480.34 - 1,724.00 -
Lincoln 19,629.32 199.27 8,390.05 - 1,525.73 -
Lander 16,808.22 170.63 7,184.24 - 1,306.46 -
Pershing 14,806.94 150.31 6,328.84 - 1,150.90 -
Eureka 14,689.82 149.12 6,278.78 - 1,141.80 -
Mineral 7,151.86 72.60 3,056.88 - 555.89 -
Esmeralda 3,055.34 31.02 1,305.93 - 237.48 -

® Per NRS 375.023, the tax rate includes $1.30 per $500 of value or fraction thereof for the State General Fund. The
amount in the table is net of the collection allowance per NRS 375.023(4).
7 Per NRS 375.023(4), counties are entitled to 1% of the State’s $1.30 portion of the taxes collected to defray the
County’s administrative costs associated with the tax.
& Per NRS 375.020, the tax rate includes $0.65 per $500 of value or fraction thereof. Of this amount, $0.55 (NRS
375.070(1)(c) is distributed to the Local Government Tax Distribution Account, where it is combined with the proceeds
of other taxes and becomes part of the Consolidated Tax or CTX (See NRS 360.660). The CTX is ultimately distributed
back to counties. The remaining $0.10 (NRS 375.070(1)(a)) is distributed to the state administered Low-Income
Housing program created per NRS 319. In Clark County an additional $0.60 is added which is distributed to the Clark
County School District NRS 375.070(1)(b).
? Ultimately distributed to the County School District. See previous note.
10 Ultimately distributed to the State account for Low-Income Housing, created pursuant to NRS 319.500. See note 7.
" The Local Government Tax Act (LGTA) was passed in 1991 and can be found in the Special Acts section at the
following link. http://leg.state.nv.us/SpecialActs/48-LocalGovernmentTax1991.html. See Section 32. Please also see
the updated LGTA of 1993. This act allows certain counties, by local ordinance, to levy an additional tax of $0.10 per
$500 of value or fraction thereof. Currently only Churchill County and Washoe County levy the tax. The tax is
ultimately distributed back to the County through the Tax Distribution Fund.
'2 Reported distributions may vary slightly from reported tax totals due to rounding.
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Real Property Transfer Tax 1% Quarter FY17-18 Report

The distribution of the tax for the 1* Quarter of FY17-18 is depicted graphically as follows:

1st Quarter Tax Distribution (amounts in thousands)

B Low Income Housing
$2,098 4%

B Local Govt Tax Act
( $376 1%

M State General Fund
$27,006 53%

W Clark School District
$9,427 19%

B Consolidated Tax
$11,542 23%

B Collection Allowance
$273 0%

The proceeds allocated to the State General Fund (net of collection allowance) and to Low-Income Housing
are ultimately used at the State level. The remaining proceeds are ultimately used at the local government
level.



Real Property Transfer Tax 1% Quarter FY17-18 Report

The total tax collected by the County Recorder is posted to various accounts in the County books and
records. A portion of the amount collected is retained by the County. The retained amount consists of the
collection allowance and School District amount (currently only in Clark County). The remaining portions
(Consolidated Tax (CTX), State General fund (net of collection allowance), Low Income Housing, and Local
Government Tax Act) are remitted by the County Treasurer to the State Controller for further distribution.
CTX is ultimately combined with other taxes and distributed back to the Counties based on statutory
allocation formulas. Similarly, the LGTA is combined with other LGTA taxes and distributed back to the
counties. The following flowchart shows the flow of the tax through the various systems. The blue
indicates proceeds ultimately used at the state level. The green indicates proceeds ultimately used at the
local government level.

Taxpayer pays
County Recorder
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I I I | | 1
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owance I I I I
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R ded
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See the distribution table and graph on the prior two pages for amounts distributed per the above
flowchart for the 1* Quarter of FY17-18.
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Real Property Transfer Tax 1% Quarter FY17-18 Report

Reconciliation

Pursuant to NAC 375.400, County Recorders must provide the Department the following information each
month:

e Total number of deeds subject to RPTT during the prior month;

e Total taxes collected during the prior month;

e Total number of exemptions granted by type of exemption;

e Such other information that may be useful in coordinating the collection and administration of the taxes
(under this category, a line item on the report form for the total collection allowance that may be
retained by the county, based on the General Fund taxes collected during the prior month and the
school district portion for Clark County)

Pursuant to NRS 375.023(3), County Treasurers must remit a portion of the amounts collected to the State
Controller for distribution to various accounts in the State books and records. Counties retain a portion of
the amount collected. See “Distribution of Tax” above for a complete explanation of the distribution.

The Department prepares a quarterly reconciliation of the tax. The Department prepares a workpaper with
the expected distribution of the funds per the Recorder’s Report. The expected collection allowance is
reconciled to the collection allowance reported by the Recorder. The expected distributions to the State,
including CTX, General Fund, Low Income Housing, and LGTA amounts, are compared with the State
Controller’s records and the County Treasurer remittance reports. Any discrepancies are investigated and
brought to the attention of the County Recorder, County Treasurer, or State Controller, as needed. The
expected Clark County School District portion is reconciled to the school district amount reported by the
Recorder.

During the Department’s reconciliation process minor differences between the Recorder’s monthly report
and the state reports are investigated, documented and resolved. The majority of differences are “timing
differences” between periods that do not impact total tax. Occasionally, there are permanent differences
such as refunds to taxpayers pursuant to NRS 375.150, NRS 375.290, NRS 375.310 or calculation errors that
may impact total tax. During the first quarter of FY17-18, permanent differences amounted to less than
0.05% of the total reported amount and are not considered material for purposes of this report.
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Real Property Transfer Tax 1% Quarter FY17-18 Report

ADMINISTRATION OF THE REAL
PROPERTY TRANSFER TAX

Authority and Oversight

The 20th Special Session of the Nevada State Legislature in 2003 instituted the passage of Senate
Bill 8, which authorized an additional tax rate for the State General fund and gave the Department of
Taxation administrative authority and oversight. The Department is required by NRS 375.019 to
coordinate the collection and administration of the tax. The Nevada Tax Commission adopted
regulations governing the Department’s authority and oversight as well as the reporting of the Real
Property Transfer Tax (RPTT) on March 1, 2004. Refer to NAC 375.400, 410, and 420.

Calculation and Collection of the Tax

The RPTT was originally imposed in 1968. The tax rates were established in NRS 375.020. NRS 375.020
has been amended from time to time. The current rate is $S0.65 per S500 of value, or fraction thereof,
for counties whose population is less than 700,000. The base rate in all counties of $0.65 is
segregated between county revenue® (consolidated tax $0.55) and State revenue®® (low-income
housing $0.10). For any county whose population is 700,000 or more, the rate is $1.25 per $500 of
value or fraction thereof. The only county eligible for the higher rate at the current time is Clark
County. The additional $0.60 per $500 of value, or fraction thereof, imposed in Clark County is
dedicated to the Clark County School District fund for capital projects.

The Local Government Tax Act (LGTA) of 1991 provides an optional tax levy, if county commissioners
approve an ordinance to impose a Real Property Transfer Tax, of up to 10 cents for each $500 of value
or fraction thereof. Currently, only Churchill County and Washoe County impose an additional $0.10

levy.

NRS 375.026, passed by the Legislature in 2003, provides for the imposition of an additional levy of
$0.05 per $500 of value or fraction thereof. The taxes so levied are for use in the Plant Industry
Program as required by NRS 561.355. To date, no counties have levied any taxes for this program.

Finally, NRS 375.023 provides for the imposition of $1.30 per S$500 of value or fraction thereof for the
State General Fund.

> The County Revenue is based on $0.55 per $500 of value, or fraction thereof, and is part of the Consolidated Tax.
'8 The State Revenue is based on $0.10 per $500 of value, or fraction thereof, and is part of the low income housing
program created pursuant to NRS 319.
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The following table shows each component of RPTT and when it was implemented.

Entity | Component Type | Effective Date | Rate (per $500) | Total Rate
Churchill County  County (now 1111968 $0.55

Consolidated Tax)

Low Income Housing ~ 7/1/1991 $0.10

LGTA 7111991 $0.10

State General Fund 10/1/2003 $1.30 $2.05
Clark County County (now 11111968 $0.55

Consolidated Tax)

School District 8/111977 $0.60

Low Income Housing ~ 7/1/1991 $0.10

State General Fund 10/1/2003 $1.30 $2.55
Washoe County ~ County (now 1/1/1968 $0.55

Consolidated Tax)

Low Income Housing ~ 7/1/1991 $0.10

LGTA 7111991 $0.10

State General Fund 10/1/2003 1.30 $2.05
All other counties ~ County (now 11111968 $0.55

Consolidated Tax)

Low Income Housing ~ 7/1/1991 $0.10

State General Fund 10/1/2003 $1.30 $1.95

Collection Allowance

Pursuant to NRS 375.023(4), counties are entitled to deduct and withhold a collection allowance for the cost of
collecting the tax. Per the 2005 Legislative Session, all counties may deduct 1% of the State’s portion of the taxes
collected.

The collection allowance is retained by the county and deducted from the amount remitted to the State.

17



Real Property Transfer Tax 1% Quarter FY17-18 Report

Distribution of the Tax

All components of the Real Property Transfer Tax, net of the collection allowance, are transmitted to the State
Controller, with two exceptions. The first exception is the Plant Industry Program. If and when any taxes are levied
for the Plant Industry Program, they must be transmitted directly to the State Treasurer. The second exception is
the school district component levied in Clark County, which is transmitted directly to the Clark County Treasurer
for ultimate distribution to the School District.

NRS 375.070 requires the tax imposed by NRS 375.020 (the $0.65 per $500 of value of fraction thereof) to be
transmitted to the State Controller at the end of each quarter. Some counties transmit on a monthly basis and in
turn receive back a monthly distribution of the consolidated tax (CTX) component (the $0.55 per $500 or fraction
thereof). The remaining Low-Income Housing component ($0.10 per $500 value or fraction thereof) is
distributed to the State housing program.

The State Controller distributes the tax represented by the CTX component to the Local Government Tax Distribution
Account, where it is combined with the proceeds of other taxes and becomes part of the Consolidated Tax
distribution (CTX) administered by the Department of Taxation pursuant to NRS 360.660. The remaining $0.10 of
the $0.65 is distributed by the State Controller to the account for Low-Income Housing, created pursuant to NRS
319.500.

The Real Property Transfer Taxes collected pursuant to the Local Government Tax Act (LGTA) are also transmitted
to the State Controller and are distributed to the Intergovernmental Trust Fund which accrues interest. The real
property transfer taxes are distributed back to the participating counties, along with the proceeds of other types
of taxes collected pursuant to LGTA, by the Department of Taxation.

The taxes collected by counties on behalf of the State are distributed by the State Controller to the State General
Fund. The taxes collected on behalf of the State, however, are required to be transmitted within 30 days after the
end of the calendar quarter during which the tax was collected. (NRS 375.023(3)). For instance, taxes collected by
the County Recorder in January must be remitted to the State Controller no later than April 30. Taxes collected in
January may be remitted monthly as other components of the RPTT are transmitted, but cannot be remitted later
than 30 days after the last day of the calendar quarter.

In all counties the County Treasurer or County Controller is currently responsible for transmitting the taxes to the
State Controller, and the transmittal report must reflect the time period when the taxes were actually collected by
the Recorder, not when the Treasurer or Controller received the monies from the Recorder. If the State conducts
an audit, the period to be audited would be when the monies were first received from the taxpayer (“the
collection period”). The collection period must balance to the transmittal reports.
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